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Pulpit Ponderings

THE TRUE STORY: CHRISTMAS on the NILE

The most popular Christmas Story belongs
to Luke who speaks of expectant parents and a
difficult journey, resulting in Jesus’ Bethlehem birth.
Heavenly angels and earthly shepherds welcome
the holy infant and all is well. This is where Matthew
steps in and completes the story — reminding us that
“all” is not well for the young family in the political
climate that frames the story.

Those of us who have survived dozens of
pageants embrace the silent and holy night and then
return home rejoicing. In the Church it seems we
have made a pact not to mix up Luke’s gentle story
with Matthew’s more troubling account. Perhaps
Matthew can actually enhance the meaning of
Christmas for us. Let’s give it a try.

The two stories focus on two difficult
journeys. Luke’s involves a pregnant couple obeying
the census laws and traveling south from the hills
and green of Nazareth into the arid capital of Judea,
to Roman occupied Jerusalem. They land in the
suburbs of Bethlehem in a barn retrofitted by a
landlord hoping to earn a little money. While not
ideal, the setting is God-ordained and Mary and
Joseph welcome their child and begin making plans
to return home to Nazareth. But their plans are
interrupted by real life, by human greed and
violence.

Matthew’s journey does not even touch
Nazareth. He picks up the Holy Family in Bethlehem
and sends them, of all places, west to the shores of
the Nile. He has his reasons. Iranian astrologers
visit Jesus and suddenly all bets are off. An angel
tells Joseph to pack up and flee to Egypt, a land full
of political and economic refugees. Mary, Joseph
and Jesus join a refugee caravan, hoping to leave
behind the death threats of paranoid King Herod.
Egypt will be home for about four years. Matthew's
Christmas journey connects in dramatic ways with
today’s world where 15 million people live as political

refugees and another180 million are designated as
migrants. Christmas belongs to them.

Skeptics are quick to suggest that the
Christmas story is meaningful only to small children
and sentimental adults. A baby in a manger does
not connect with real life or with the stresses of
today. They could not be more wrong. Matthew’s
words bring Jesus’ birth into our headlines and into
the middle of the world’s most pressing problems.
Those living in refugee camps in Uganda, Chad,
Syria, Gaza, the West Bank, Tanzania, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and India — they are living the original
Christmas story!

When | listen to the story of Jesus, | am stunned
by its wide and contemporary embrace. There is
good news for the world’s lonely and lost, the
seekers and survivors, the fearful and faithful and alll
who sleep fitfully: GOD is with them, living in their
midst, sharing their journeys and ours, and offering a
hope that will never die and a challenging vision for
peace and good will for all who share the earth.

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills
and everywhere: Jesus Christ is born!

In God’s peace,




Momentum and Transformation
John Reilly, Rector's Warden

Pretty highfalutin’ title, huh?

As | write these thoughts we have just
completed a special night of fellowship and
celebration, our second anndalzz Night We
had a wonderful turnout, the food, music and
company were great and the evening was a
financial success ($9,700 raised) well beyond
our budgeted goal. The list of all the people
who helped make the night a success is far too
lengthy to include here, but special thanks go
out toPattie BookerandJoan Prewitt, who
headed up the planning effort. Their tireless
work really ensured a successful night in every
way.

| don’t know if you have noticed, but |
have sensed a positive, forward-looking
momentum building here at St. Martin’s, one
that is a product of the work of many people, to
identify and address the challenges we face an
recommit themselves to our success in the
future. It started a while back when we
conducted our Mutual Ministry Review and put

on paper some of our future goals and areas for

improvement as a parish.

Earlier this year, our financial
circumstance required us to look again at what
is central to our mission at St. Martin’s, viewed
in the sharp focus of decisions made to address
our budget deficit. We continue to work to
reduce that deficit, but do so, | believe, with a
clearer vision of what we want for our future
and with increased support from our members.

Our Stewardship campaign asked each
of us to look again at our future and to share ou
talents and resources with one another, for the
benefit of our parish. Early returns from that
campaign are encouraging, but much is left to
be done.Incidentally, if you've not yet
returned your pledge card, please do so
without delay as we are in the midst of
developing the 2010 budget and really need
to have a good idea of our 2010 revenue.

Sunday, December 8 will be an

exciting, forward-looking day at St. Martin’s.

Please join us for the First Sunday Breakfast at
9:00 a.m. in Bolingbroke and then after the
10:30am service, for the Annual Meeting in the
Gurley Room. At that time, our Strategic
Planning Committee will share with us its
current concept for steps we will take to sustain
the momentum developed during this past year
and to move us forward.

For the past two months, our Strategic
Planning Committee has taken the critical
thinking begun in the Mutual Ministry Review
many steps farther, to envision a bold plan for
our future at St. Martin’sKeel JonesGale
Muir, Brian Penny, Pattie Booker andMatt
Wynn, with the assistance of Canon Paul Mottl,
Rev. Linda, Bob Merrell and myself, have really
rolled up their sleeves, given great thought to
our current challenges and future alternatives
and made hard choices in the course of
developing a plan that has the potential to
transform St. Martin’s in the coming years.

| want to thank the members of the
Strategic Planning Committee for their hard
work and their courage in looking beyond the
St. Martin’s of today to begin charting our
future course. The committee’s plan promises
to be one that preserves what is special at St.
Martin’s while also applying a new vision to the
use of some of our most important assets. The
word | continue to return to in thinking about
the plan is “transformative.” | hope that you
will join us on December'®to enjoy the First
Sunday Breakfast, attend the Annual Meeting
and hear the report from the Strategic Planning
Committee.

Lastly, I want to personally thank each
of you for your support of our parish and its
programming this past year, for supporting the
Vestry's efforts to work through some
challenging days and for your continued
commitment to our parish home. | hope you
and your family have a joyous, healthy and
peaceful holiday season.
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/ DON'T FORGET THE ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of St. Martin’s Church will
be on Sunday, December 6, 2009 in the Gurley Room
immediately following the 10:30am service.
The following names have been placed in
nomination for four open vestry positions:
KRobert Andersen, Richard Booker, Hannah Shipley /
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FIRST SUNDAY BREAKFASTS
Peg Justh

Andy Musetti will organize our December

breakfast orsunday, December 6. This will be the first of two breakfasts prepatsdthe men of the
parish. Given Andy’s culinary direction it promsst® be a good meal. Please volunteer (men) to fry

some eggs or to flip some pancakes.

Our November % breakfast went off without a hitch this time. Pfalwas on the spot to
troubleshoot any electrical problems that mightehasisen again due to a power failure. Don’t miss

December because you never know what might happen!
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SUPPORT our TROOPS

Dear Members of St. Martin’s,

| am a junior at Bayard Rustin High School
in West Chester. During this holiday season | wou
appreciate your help in supporting our troops adbrt
My history teacher (Mr. Hoesch) is a retired maring
from the 26' U.S. Army Scouts, who are now
deployed in Afghanistan. | am trying to make the
troops’ holiday season a little brighter by orgamgz
and sending specific food and toiletry items to his
platoon.

You can start to bring in items beginning
Sunday, November 29 the first Sunday of
Advent. Place your donations under the Advent
Giving Tree and then hang an ornament (which |
have provided) on the tree. The collection wililen
December 13, 2009. If you have any questions
please contact me at 610-399-1373. Sincerely,
Colin Muir

Information about this Platoon
20 US Army Scouts deployed from Ft. Carson, CQO
Platoon Leader — 1Lt. Jordan Bellamy
OP Fritsche Afghanistan; Deployed until Apr. 201(

Living in mud huts in the middle of nowhere on top
of a mountain, they have no running water; their
supplies and mail must be dropped in by helicopte

Here's what they would like:

- Beef jerky (peppered & teriyaki)
Non-perishable prepackaged ready to eat
meals
Protein/granola bars
Trail mix, dried fruit, sunflower seeds
Gum, hard candy

- Powdered drink mix singles

Toiletries:

- Travel size wipes for bathing
GOOD disposable razors
Shave gel tubes
Deodorant, body lotion
Foot powder, body powder
Hand & foot warmers

Food items should be “grab & go” type that carrfit
pockets.
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Jazz Night Wrap-Up — What a Night!

J\ Pattie Booker, Co-chair Jazz Night

A BIG thank you to everyone that helped with therguag’s activities. We had a great
turn out with 84 people in attendance. It wasrarfight of fellowship sharing great
food, libations and conversatio®weetbriar Classic Jazzrovided lively music
creating a toe tapping experience and by the etldeogévening it was hard to find a
spot on the dance floor!
There are so many people to thank and we don’t teamiss a single one of
J\ you. Thanks to those that sponsored the eveniyemt into to evening with all of the
S costs covered and then some. The silent auctised@ver $2,600 thanks to the effortiah
Andersenand all of you that made contributions. Thankthtise that contributed to the raffle
which raised over $1,30Bud Cox andDolores Toewswere the big winners of the raffle
packages.
We also want to send a special thanks to thosetmributed food for the event. While we
took care of the main course, the appetizers assets were contributed by St. Martin’s memberse T
spread was soooo0 amazing it rivaled the best ¢aterethe Main Line.
In the end we raised over $9,700! It was a gnegtt and a showcase of what the St. Martin’s
congregation can when we all work (and play!) tbhgetJoan Prewitt andl are grateful to you all!

BOLINGBROKE HOSTS WEDDINGS -- AND SO MUCH MORE

Leigh Harvey, Director

Most of you know about our weddings and receptions, but Bolingbroke also welcomes many
other kinds of events and meetings. Here is just a sampling of the wider ministry of St. Martin’s
magnificent parish house.

In November we enjoyed a festive evening with St. Martin's Jazz Night fundraiser . A few
weeks ago, Feeling Blue Suicide Prevention Council  held an all-day training session including lunch
for new members. Also, for the past 20 years, Bolingbroke has provided a venue for Overeaters
Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous.  But that's not all.

Do you know that a seventeen member singing group called the Counterparts has been
rehearsing at Bolingbroke every Monday for the past 10 years? In addition to singing at many local
retirement homes, they provide meals and songs at a local Ronald McDonald House. “We are
grateful to be able to give back to our community through song”, they wrote in their recent Christmas
card to me.

The Christmas season is now upon us and Bolingbroke, with its warmth and old world charm,
will open its doors to local businesses and organizations  for their holiday get-togethers. We
especially look forward to hosting HOPE worldwide , an international charity whose mission is to
provide hope and to change the lives of the world's most poor, sick and suffering through community-
based services. | wish all of you a blessed Christmas season.
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Calling All Grocery Shoppers!

Dolores Toews

As many of you know, shopping at
Genuardi's with our green Club Card sends a
percentage of our sales back to St. Martin’s. If
you didn’t know or haven't signed up, it's free
and easy. Have your Genuardi's Club Card
number available. Visit www.escrip.com. Click
on “1-Sign Up”. Use your Club Card every time
you do your grocery shopping.

If you don’t have online access, use the
sign up form on the welcome table. Don’t forget
to give me your Genuardi's Club Card number.

The busy holiday season means lots of
good eating and many opportunities to shop at
Genuardi's and reward St. Martin’s.

Don’t have a nearby Genuardi's? The
store in St David’s is a short distance from St.
Martin’s and convenient for shopping after
Sunday church service. Plan to do part or all of
your holiday shopping here.

Some of you savvy shoppers have also
discovered the great fund raiser of escrip’s
Online Mall. Check it out on your escrip page.

See you at Genuardi’s!
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