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Pulpit Ponderings.....

EPIPHANY: TIME TO LIGHTEN UP!

From Genesis to Revelation, it’s all
aboutLIGHT . On the First Day the wordket
there be light” transform the chaos and put
limits on the darkness. In the Revelation of Johm
we learn that The New Jerusalem requires no
sun or moon to provide light — for “the Glory of
God is the light.[rev.21:23]Night will be forever
banished and all peoples will bring glory to the
Lamb. Isaiah calls out to a people held hostage
by fear:Arise! Shine! For your light has come.
We arise by fully engaging our hearts and
bodies and wehine by resisting shadows
wherever we find them. As they say: simple but
not easy.

Martin Luther King, Jr. suspected that
his life was in danger when he proclaimed the
power of prayer in the face of the spiritual
darkness within our land:

Pray to God who is able to keep us

from falling and to lift us from the

dark valley of despair to the bright

mountain of hope, from the midnight

of desperation to the daybreak of joy.
Millions today remember those words and
continue work for the daybreak of joy.

The light of Epiphany invites us to make
good use of Christmas. After the guests have
gone and the trees have been recycled, the real
blessing of Christmas begins when our actions
speak of forgiveness and hope. As courageous
prophets past and present know, there will
always be resistance to light. Light means

change and change is always hard. Light reveals
paths that we have never considered. Light
exposes flaws and fears. Perhaps that is why
Isaiah commands God’s peopleget up and

start shining Freedom from captivity means
moving to a new place and shaping a new
identity.

In this New Year, let us not presume that
what has been will always be. Faith tells us
otherwise. The divine light will always reveal a
path we don’t expect. The light of God
continues to create one new day after another.
As God'’s people, let us, like so many before us,
get upand follow where the light is leading. On
the way, let us sing:

Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird,
Praise for the singing! Praise for the mornitg

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Wdrd
[Hymn 8]

| wish you a new and very goodorning
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A New Year's Request

John Reilly, Rector's Warden

My best wishes to everyone for a Happy
New Year.

We will start out 2010 at full speed at St.
Martin’s with the Vestry beginning the new year
with four new members and the Strategic
Planning Committee working toward the
January 3% Town Hall meeting on the proposal
for our parish’s future.

At our Annual Meeting on Decembéel.6
Bob Andersen, Rich Booker, Brian Penny
andHappy Shipleywere elected to serve on the
Vestry. They fill large shoes, as we have all
benefited from the hard work and dedication of
Janet Andersen, Monty Harris, Peggy Justh
andBarb Pettit. My thanks go to both the
departing members for their years of service an
to the new members for taking a leadership role
in the parish.

As noted above, the Town Hall meeting
on the proposal of the Strategic Planning
Committee will be held on January 31, 2010 at
10:30 a.m. Please note the special time, which
is intended to permit as many parishioners as
possible to attend the meeti@ge announcement
on this page).

In closing | want to take the opportunity
to thank each of you for your continuing support
of the parish and the work of the Vestry. The
new year 2010 will be every bit as challenging
as 2009. It also offers us great opportunities to
develop the future of our parish. My New
Year's request to each of you is that you join ug
on January iwith an open mind and an open
heart to hear more about the Strategic Planning
Committee’s vision of the future.

| believe in St. Martin’s and in our
collective future. 1 also believe we must go
forward together, unified behind a vision of
what our parish can become in the next few
years. Change, in one form or another, will
most assuredly come to St. Martin’'s. Whether
we will actively make our future or simply be
passive bystanders that allow our future to
happen to us is up to everyone reading this and

everyone attending the Town Hall on January
31% | hope that you'll be able to join us.

Notes from the Parish Warden
Bob Merrell, Parish Warden

What's rewarding to me as your Parish
Warden is to receive your numerous comments,
tidbits, suggestions, ideas regarding the
numerous functions of our church. While many
are confidential, some, when declassified, are
discussed at our Vestry meetings. Your ideas
are important.

We look forward to a challenging and
rewarding year for St. Martin's in 2010.

Help us to go forward. If my phone is busy, try,
try again. Speak out. We are listening.

IMPORTANT NEWS

for

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010

There will be two services:
8:00am Quite Eucharist

10:00amaA Brief Eucharist

The Town Hall Meeting will begin
promptly at 10:30amin the Church

Please make note of these changes.




CREATING OUR FUTURE
A PERSONAL REFLECTION

Brian Penny
Strategic Planning Committee
Vestry Class of 2012

Newly formed committees all begin their endeawsith the same soul searching exercise -- articudati
your organization’s strengths and weakness, idgngjfchallenges that lay ahead, and determininghvtasks
require priority treatment. And so it is at Sainamin’s. Church committees have routinely idestifiour
financial predicament (some would say our deepeimsgivency), our low humbers and our lack of reesras
chronic challenges that threaten the future vighdf our parish. We've often seen our current fmaahent like
an oncoming accident and continued to walk righiata it. What we've yet to do in my nine years ain®
Martin's is to take any bold steps to address tlobstacles.

"Iceberg dead ahead Captain!" Should we keep owdring and hope the iceberg will move? | think not
Now is the time to make hard choices.

The strategic planning committee presented thigneutf an ambitious proposal to the congregation o
December 6th, and that proposal was greeted bgathgregations with a number of thoughtful questidie
planning committee needs feedback based on a comanaerstanding and acceptance of our current
predicament. Annual audits show that our numbeve baen decreasing for over 15 years, our expemeesit
to the quick, and our financial resources are tajms.

So how do we meet these challenges?
In my mind, we must grow to survive. | have comédtieve that is an unavoidable fact of our situati

Moreover, to establish a long lasting foundatiore,must attract young families. As our congregasiges, we
must complement its dignified grace with the viiaind exuberance of young couples and young @rnil@hat is
the well rounded face of a congregation built fordevity and one that can enjoy the rich culturdieérsity. |
also believe that to achieve this vision we neecbitstruct a platform for change, one that can erigpe needs
of a growing congregation. Think of the Sunday $tfamd youth programs we could create with a deeitand
energetic youth minister. Think of the good we daaib with a revived outreach program. Think of othgpects
of church life you feel would attract new membensgl then think of a way to give those ideas life.

| believe that God is with us in our time of need.

God has given us clever minds and active willshHeg given us the courage to overcome the fear of
change. He has given us resolve and confiden@akéorequired and timely action. In short, God hasrgus the
tools to strike the path to our own salvation. ®ad provided us one other gift as well -- the asgetake our
visions a reality. With income from the proposeld gd property, we have the unique fortune to impat our
vision, whatever that may ultimately be. Let's mak investment in our future, and when we dg tethk
about how that investment will be tailored to aghrig our goals.

A challenge to each and every member of St. Marin’

| encourage each of you to form your vision of wdaint Martin’s will look like a decade from now.
Then think critically about how we might get theBeilding a bridge necessarily begins on both sioethe river
and ends when the two sides meet in the middleawebuild a bridge to the future if we haven'eav
considered what our future should look like.

If this sounds like a call to action, it is! Nos/the time to speak your mind. Let your ideas lmrdelet
your ingenuity drive you to explore exciting posiies. Get empowered by the prospect of hope fature not
bounded by our present predicament, but unchaipedibown initiative. The task falls upon us toaggnize the
challenges we face and meet them with resolve agauand vision. If we continue a passive approach t
addressing our fate, we'll meet that iceberg head o

Let's stop being afraid of what the future holtsl instead marry enthusiasm with vision to crdtitare
of our own design. Please let the Strategic Plan@iommittee know what you think. The iceberg ignfing
away. Make our Town Hall Meeting on January' &priority. Thank you.




ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER COLLECTION\

FOR ST. BARNABAS
Matthew Marshall

It's been 5 years since St. Martin’s Church initiated
the Christmas Dinner collection for St. Barnabas Mission in
West Philadelphia. During that time, we have had many
generous St. Martin’s volunteers donate food (i.e. frozen
hams and turkey, can goods, etc.) to share with those who
are less fortunate. Our holiday food collection serves
families living in (or near) the St. Barnabas Mission, a
homeless shelter funded by Episcopal Community
Services of Philadelphia (ECS) and designed specifically to
aid women and children in need.

This year, with special thanks to Monty Harris and
Matt Wynn , we were able to deliver over 30 Christmas %
meals from the St. Martin’s Church parking lot directly to
the kitchen staff at St. Barnabas. Thanks to everyone who
participated. Your generosity is keeping this important #

Christmas tradition of giving alive for the residents of St.
Barnabas Mission!
## & ' "#

Dear Members of St. Martin's,

Thank you for your generous support of the US #
Army Scout platoon in Afghanistan with your food and
toiletry donations and with the cheerful cards from the +
Sunday School.

These items have been shipped out and should arrive to the troops by mid-January.
| appreciate your efforts during a busy time of the year and wish you all a Happy New Year.
Sincerely,

Colin Muir
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A Final Word of Thanks

The month of December is always hectic and yet @oynpeople give their time and talent to making the
Christmas season special. Our deepest thanks to:

The Altar Guild, The Flower Guild, The Choir — for beautifying the church & for festive services

Matt Marshall, Colin Muir, Marie Reilly — for coordinating our holiday outreach activities

Nancy Hatrris, Richard Bemis, Ralph Borst, Craig Geting — for their tireless efforts at pageant preparetio




The True Meaning of Thanksgiving & Christmas

Marie Sambor Reilly, Sunday School Teacher

It has been a very busy and eventful three mdoth®ur Little Angels. Starting in October, our tlét
Angels (with the help of our Church members) cadddood, money and towels to donate to two differe
animal organizations.

The first, The Animal Coalition of Delaware Courftyww.acdc.ws) is a 501(c)(3), non-profd)-
volunteer, charitable organization that is dedicated toifigdoving homes for adoptable, homeless pets. They
are focused on educating the public regardingpagiag and neutering of pets. They also encourag@imane
treatment of companion animals throughout Delawzoenty and the Main Line and surrounding areasirThe
work is entirely supported by the general publid & group members. As their volunteers do whey tto for
the love of animals, any and all assistance pravtdehem is greatly appreciated.

The second, Forgotten Cats, Inc. (www.forgottenoag)) is another non-profit organization that veoid
spay and neuter cats and care for those who ame discarded in difficult economic times. The oiigation has
clinics in Pennsylvania and Delaware. Recentlygbtien Cats added a forth adoption center at tteoF3tore in
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Forgotten Cats does&nedous work through its tireless volunteers, fitsm
clinics to its adoption centers, and from its treqgo its foster homes.

The foregoing organizations were chosen for omations with the assistance of one of the founfiers
another organization, PA P.E.T.S. (prevent exdasgigh sterilization)(www.papets.org). PA P.E.Tissa non-
profit organization dedicated to helping solve ple¢ overpopulation problem in Columbia, Montour,
Northumberland, Snyder, and Union counties. PATRPE, of course, accepts donations, but also rasesey
through the operation of a thrift store locate@@® E. Fifth Street, Bloomsburg, PA 17815. If yoa aver in the
neighborhood, please check it out.

Thanks to all who donated, and be advised thawiltée collecting again in the spring. Also, ifyare
thinking of opening your home and your heart t@aimal, please check out the foregoing organizatam
possibilities for adoptions.

| will end this article by “borrowing” a quote fno Mohandas K. GhandiThe greatness of a nation and
its moral progress can be judged by the way itsnaalis are treated.”

Wishing you the best for a healthy and happy NearY

/ DON'T FORGET THE TOWN HALL \
MEETING

The Parish Town Hall Meeting will discuss

| the Strategic Plan dBunday, January 31, 2010, at

10:30am in the Church.

" If you haven't received a copy of the Plan,

" they are available in the Gurley Room. Pleassuoe

to send in your questions and comments in the

following manner:

T #$ % E-mail at saintmartins@comcast.net

Call a member of the Vestry or
Strategic Planning Committee

Write a note and place it in the box at
/\ church or mail it to the office. /
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Annual Chili Cook-Off

Sunday, February 7, 2010

11:45am at Bolingbroke

Come enjoy our parish family and get a chance to
enter an award winning chili! Even if you are aot
fan of chili, this is a “must attend” event.

Mardi Gras

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

6:00pm at Bolingbroke

An evening of fun and fellowship before preparing
for the Lenten season.
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Lenten Potluck Suppers & Program
Wed., February 24, March 3, 10, & 17, 2010

6:00pm at Bolingbroke
Four Wednesday evenings of dinner and Lenten
small group discussions..

An Evening of Poetry

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

7:00pm at Bolingbroke

Recitations of original poetry by the poets.




An Evening of Poetry — What you missed on Decembé®Oth

Be honest. When this event was first advertisddyolu think it would be boring? Did you imagine
beret-wearing poets reading their poems to thedfdaingos? Or did you remember yolt grade teacher
reading a poem aloud before you had to memoriz&\itdl, if any of that was true and kept you frotteading,

you missed a spectacular evening.

St. Martin’s was proud to host this first poetwering in our beautiful Bolingbroke Mansion. Undee
inspiring leadership of Noah Cutler, our inaugueaént featured local poets and writers from asfeay as New
Jersey. As they read their original works, we dtagt with them and found ourselves pondering, langgand

even shedding a tear.

We hope that you will attend the next Poetry ErgrinTuesday, March 23*. You will definitely be
captivated and enchanted because these localneadlisare that good.

Rev. Kerr and Noah Cutler

THE BIGGER PICTURE
By: Noah D. Cutler

The mountain may see us and stifle a laugh,
For many mere mortals have traveled its path.
They climb a few hills and scale a gray crag,
Then crawl to its summit and plant a proud flag.

But man’s not composed of soil and stone.
He cannot endure or live life alone.

For we who are made of flesh and of bone,
Life is so tenuous, the shortest term loan.

Without aspirations, just present and past,
The mountain’s been built to stand and to last.
Unburdened by hopes, unburdened by fears,
Detached and alone for millions of years.

You may gawk at its peak in genuine awe,
Ennobled and humbled by all that you saw
But the mountain will take no notice of you,
A transient traveler just passing through.

Civilizations have bloomed like new dawn,
Then folded by dusk, with all traces gone.

A mountain has roots far deeper and stronger,
Measuring time in days so much longer.

Your flame may burn brightly, but never will last.
In the blink of an eye your future flies past.

Man lives life profanely, yet seeks the sublime,
While the mountain sits stoically biding its time.
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