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Sunday, December 4, was a big day at
St. Martin’s. We watched as one of our acolyted
lit the Advent wreath, powerfully enacting the
light of Jesus coming demonstrably among us,
igniting a torch in our own and collective
darkness. We spoke about the circular wreath
suggesting the eternal wheel of life; the
evergreens suggesting perpetual life in the midd
of winter; the blue/purple candles suggesting
royalty, waiting for a young King to be born.

We then heard a visitor requesting books for the

new St. James School, created to specifically
serve kids in disadvantaged economic
circumstances. And then the news of my
betrothalmore on page 4)an incredible, gorgeous
development in an incredible, oftentimes
ungorgeous life. Rebirth. New life. Happening
now and all around us. The Advent, the arrival,
of God.

And then, we had the chance to sit down
and have our first Annual Parish meeting
together. Our Anglican tradition hagarticular
fondness and affinity for the mystery of the
divine that enshrouds God’s being, expressed
most beautifully in our liturgies. Thus, as our
service was a celebration of the mystery, beaut
and surprise of this season— pregnant, so to
speak, with possibilities and meanings — our
annual meeting was an acknowledgement of
present circumstances, including our need to
address our real financial challenges prayerfully
thoughtfully and with gratitude. It was a
perfectly timed and important acknowledgment
of what rebirth is really like. Ask any mother, |

bt

imagine, and she will tell you that the moments
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We proclaim Advent as rebirth: an experiencenefangoing birth of
Jesus— the light of God literally piercing and aniing the whole universe— opening
possibilities for new being for our selves andtldit has been created and blessed.

of tenderness and intimacy of pregnancy are
marbled with the discomfort, stress and finally
the sheer exertion, not to say agony, of giving
birth itself. You simply don’t get one without
the other. Apparently nothing truly important,
particularly birth, comes without really asking
something from us. And then, a child is born.

So amidst the joy of Advent and the
excitement of gifts, family and weddings, let’s
be lit up by the purifying light, the mystery of
Christ. The chance to live a newly born life free
of the past, stubbornly committed to
unapologetic lovingness. And let us also keep
before us always the focusing gift of what God
is asking of us: The chance to make a difference
for others. To gladly give our time, to
contribute, to feed, to listen, to get inspired and
get into action. Amidst talk of our financial
challenges, personal, ecclesial, national, let’s
recall the abundance thatthis gift oflife. Let
us be called forth as a new people of God,
committing our time and our selves to re-
missioning and empowering this extraordinary
parish into new and life-giving service to the
world.

I ask Almighty God’s blessing upon you,
your families, this church, this town, city,
country, globe, all that has been created and
blessed-- this Advent season.

Peace,
Chris +

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
(see page 3 for details)

Christmas Eve, 5:00pm & 7:30pm
Christmas Day, 11:00am
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Acknowledgements ‘Oft Forgotten
By John Reilly, Rector’'s Warden

Greetings, friends. | have started and stoppschtiicle a number of times in the past day omst able
to corral and organize the many thoughts that pagsed through my head since learning of our frizadty
Hager's passing on Sunday, November 13. It's Wediang November 16, as | begin to write this, thenivg
before her memorial service. As | edit the finatsion, it is November 29. How did that happen?

St. Martin’s was blessed with Sally’s loyal mimjsaind service for many years. The aspect of dietice
that | know best is her work on the Vestry durihg past year. As | mentioned in church recentiylyStepped
up to serve St. Martin’s at a time when we despérateeded leadership. She participated activetiie clergy
search process. Her years of experience at Stirtdaaind her deep knowledge of the parish and aoynof us
helped guide us in our discernment of what our s as a congregation should be. The valuedrspgctive
brought to the Vestry's work is immeasurable.

| was glad Fr. Chris Bishop decided to take same bn November 13 to have the congregation as a
whole acknowledge Sally’s contributions and to esgrour love and gratitude to someone who meamusb to
the parish. She is already missed.

I've thought often since that Sunday about howcese and should be acknowledging others in our Jlives
not just at the difficult times, not just when weokv the time we have with them will not be longt hs part of
how we live and interact with them on a daily badisis is fresh in my mind as | write because Nober 17
marks my 21st anniversary. | know | don’t shaithwWlarie my true, full feelings about how grateéuid
blessed | am to have her in my life, even when rge@as a couple of aging lawyers are wont to dm fime to
time. | should acknowledge more often than | dodweintless contributions to me, to our life togetand to our
amazing son. I've got to be better about thattistanow, in the relative calm of the early holyjdseason.
Before we’re buried in lists.

| have a list-maker at home, a nine year-old whzeaps to be hedging his bets in case the argurnieits
he hears from certain non-believers on the schalgeen't true after all and his annual holidaylhaally is
dictated by a resident of a northern latitude.dcht® thank him for what he brings to me and tofamily and let
him know what he means to me more often too. Inseeverywhere | turn there’s someone else whod ee
catch up with, to thank them for what they add folife.

And | need to thank the members of St. Martin’sifanging in during the difficult couple of years'vee
survived. You've enriched my spiritual life in gooind ways over the past several years. My life theen
blessed by what we’ve been able to do togethet &k forward to what lies ahead for all of usheTfuture is
bright as we begin to follow the star marking theval of our greatest gift of all, the Son of God.

| wish you and your families the Peace of the Ghmés season and good health in the coming new year.
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Sacred Portion

At our Annual Meeting, we acknowledged that whilany have filled out their Pledge Cards, a
number of us have not. We are planning for our ypear, weighing priorities, laying groundwork,
envisioning. In order to do this properly it is @ssal we have a complete picture of our pledge
stewardship. Both the financial commitment anddatimitment of your time are needed, welcomg
and honored. As you pray about what you will offprto God for the ministries we are creating hg
at St. Martin’s, let it be about God, and let itdreact of joy and generosity from the heart, rehg
to God a small, sacred portion of all that is soegeusly given to us. Thank you
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CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARTIN’S

CHRISTMAS EVE, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24™
5:00PM CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & HOLY EUCHARIST
7:30PM FESTIVE EUCHARIST, CHRISTMAS MusIcC

CHRISTMAS DAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25™
11:00AM HoLY EUCHARIST, TRADITIONAL CAROLS

NEW YEAR’S DAY, SUNDAY, JANUARY 1°7
11:00AM RITE Il HOLY EUCHARIST

J
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Christmas Flower Memorials
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N If you would like to have the

Christmas Home Communions
If you are unable to attend services
during Advent and Christmas, Reverend

Christmas floral decorations in memory of or
in honor of a loved one, please contact Joyce
Lundquist atr298@aol.conor at 610-293-

1866. All requests due by Dec."92

L

Bishop would be happy to bring Holy
Communion to your home. Please call the
office at 610-688-4830 to make arrangement

N

Y

PREPARE! THE LORD IS COMING
(AND sO Is THE NEW CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!)

PREPARATIONS ARE UNDER WAY FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, NEWLY
ENVISIONED BY OUR KATHY WYNN, WHICH WILL BE PERFORMED ON CHRISTMAS EVE,
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24™, AT THE 5 P.M. SERVICE. ALL CHILDREN IN THE PARISH
ARE INVITED TO TAKE PART.

REHEARSALS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SANCTUARY EACH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
FOLLOWING THE 10:30 SERVICE. WATCH EMAIL FOR NOTICES OF ADJUSTMENTS TO
THE REHEARSAL TIME. PARENTS MAY LEAVE THEIR CHILDREN DURING REHEARSALS
AND PICK THEM UP AFTERWARD. IF YOU NEED TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR KIDS,
PLEASE LET US KNOW, AND WE WILL ARRANGE IT. ALL PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED
TO JOIN IN THE REHEARSALS. YOUR KIDS WILL LOVE YOUR PRESENCE! THE
ACTIVITY OF PREPARING FOR THE PAGEANT TOGETHER IS A WONDERFUL WAY TO
SHARE THE JOY OF THIS SEASON AND DEMONSTRATE TO OUR KIDS WHAT IS CENTRAL
IN OUR EXPERIENCE OF CHRISTMAS - THE BIRTH OF GOD, BURSTING INTO OUR
WORLD.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP STAGE AN EXCITING, INSPIRING PAGEANT.
WE HAVE A NEW SCRIPT, AND THE KIDS ARE FULL OF EXCITEMENT TO CREATE A
FRESH TELLING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY. WE HAVE A TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS, BUT
WE WILL NEED YOU AS WE PROCEED. PLEASE CONTACT KATHY WYNN AT
TREXWYNN@COMCAST.NET TO BECOME INVOLVED.

we oll ye
CO\“\ Ue ,/.\Q/‘/
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Waiting and Watching — The Season of Advent

By Kathy Wynn, Vestry Member and Sunday School Tieac

Imagine the scene in Sunday School a couple weeks ago. At least half of the children had their
hands raised as high as they could stretch their arms. They strained forward off their seats. They
locked their eyes onto mine to say, "Pick me!" No one uttered a word.

Silence does not come often to Sunday School. What produced this one? A match and a
candle. Everyone wanted to light the Advent wreath.

Now, my first reaction was a bit cynical. "Playing with fire" seemed to be the motivation. But on
reflection, | began to see it differently.

There is something so alluring and riveting about fire. Have you ever lost yourself in watching a
flame? Felt mesmerized by the dance of lights, colors, and shapes in your fireplace? Drawn closer to
the warmth? Breathed the scent? Listened for the snap? Felt the flush of your skin? Gazed at the
glowing red embers?

Fire and light are essential--to both our body and our spirit. God said, "Let there be light!"
Jesus is the light of the world. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
We need fire and light to live. Deep within our spirit, we need light and warmth as we travel the
uncertain journey of life. When we see a flame, we draw near.

There is so much to celebrate when our kids vie to light the Advent candles. God has given us a
world so glorious and so full of goodness, and our children demonstrate the response that God most
wants. They reach for the light and embrace the love that God so graciously provides.

Advent gives us the opportunity to nurture our kids' pure and loving response to God. They are
waiting, anticipating, and counting down to the thrill of Christmas. As a parish, let us greet their
excitement with our own and, with them, embrace the light coming into the world.

“Get me to the church on time!”

As those who were in church December 4 now knows,nty great delight to announce my
engagement. My betrothed is Amanda Eiman, currégbistant Rector at St. James Church, Wichita.
Amanda and | met back at Virginia Seminary duringstudy there in 2007. We became friends, stayed
in touch and our lives intersected a number of $simeer the years as we followed our separate paths
and calls into ministry. There is an old wisdomt thays that finding love simply comes down to two
things: chemistry and timing. The chemistry betwas was always powerful, and now, thankfully, the
timing is perfect.

Amanda will join me here after our wedding, and Wwé an extraordinary blessing to my life and
the life of this congregation. You will love hendshe you. Many of you have asked about wedding
plans. Amanda must complete her commitment togste3 in Wichita, and so we are working out the
timing, looking now at sometime in the spring. Sk be visiting us the week after Christmas
(unfortunately she has her own Christmas Eve sesW)i@and will be here periodically over the winter
and spring, and looks forward to meeting all of yd{e are deeply grateful for your interest and
kindness, and will provide details as they becowslable.

Peace and blessings this Advent season!
Chris+
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Outreach at St. Martin’s

By Bob Andersen, Vestry Outreach Representative

At our Dec. 8 meeting, the Outreach Committee composed a new working Mission Statement:
“We are a community called by God to respond to all people with compassion and
respect. Our mission is to serve wherever there is need; to responsibly bring our hearts,
resources and fellowship to the nurturing of God's people and world; and to uplift and
enrich the lives of all those whom we touch.”

St. Martin’s outreach efforts are grounded in the experience that all, including our selves, are in
need of God’s grace and compassion. Therefore, it is with humility and gratitude that we reach out in
love to be forces for good and justice in God’s name. Therefore, our community outreach efforts will be
driven by a desire for meaningful relationships with those whom we serve. On our new OR webpage we
are organizing current and proposed relationships, offering you a wide variety of opportunities to make
a difference and deepen our involvement with the greater community and the world. (Web address:
stmartinsradnor.org) Please watch for notice of future meetings or send your ideas with comments to
Bob Andersen (bobandersen@verizon.net or Chris Bishop (revbishopsmc@yahoo.com).

oy RN ZPR
Nogny el N

Christmas Outreach

Gift Cards for ECS

By Myrtie Musetti, Gift Card Coordinator

We answered the call to help the people served by Episcopal Community Services (ECS) by
providing $25 gift cards to Target and WalMart. These gift cards will be used by the recipients to
purchase Christmas gifts. Your response to this request has been outstanding, and with one week left in
our collection efforts, we have already received $1,060 worth of cards. Thank you for your generosity
and outpouring of love.

"

Annual Christmas Dinners for ECS/St. Barnabas: Sunday, December 18, 2011

By Matt Wynn, Dinner Drive Coordinator

Please help provide special Christmas Dinners for the women and children residents of
St. Barnabas Mission, a homeless shelter in West Philadelphia. Food will be collected in the
Church parking lot between 7:30am & 11:00am on December 18®.
Please donate:

FROZEN turkeys and hams

The trimmings such as stuffing, mashed potato mix, gravy,

canned fruit & vegetables, cranberry sauce, rolls, pies.

Contact Matt Wynn at mwynn@wynnmecgarry.com or 610-688-1957 if you have any
questions or would like to volunteer to deliver these donations.
Please remember that the turkeys & hams
MUST BE FROZEN!

If you are not available on the 18", call the office at 610-688-4830 to make special
arrangements for drop-offs.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROGRAMS:
Those Upcoming & Those Completed

A Library in Need of Books

TheSt. James Schook a faith-based middle school in North Philad&plkhich opened its
doors in September 2011. Our Sunday School iglspading a book drive to help fill their librarytii
books. So, please begin bringing new or gentlyl immks for children aged 10 to 14 with you when
you come to church. There will be drop-offs in Titetum and The Gurley Room. For more
information please contakiathy Wynn attrexwynn@comcast.netr Joan Prewitt at
jtprewitt@hotmail.com For more information about St. James Schoot their website at
www.stjamesphila.org

Kudos to Our Kids!

October November

Dressed in a variety of spectacular On Friday, November 18", several of
costumes, our Sunday School children used our students baked & delivered 17-1/2 dozen
their trick-or-treating time to collect money (210!) turkey- and leaf-shaped sugar cookies to
for UNICEF. They collected and sent $235.00! REACT Food Pantry in Berwyn. The
By the end of the evening, Josh Reilly even Thanksgiving baskets including their cookies
told the homeowners whom he visited that he were distributed on the Sunday before
would forego candy if they would just donate Thanksgiving.
to UNICEF. He collected $136 by himself. Thank you to our amazing cookie
Way to go everyone! team: Ben and Natasha Hewitt, Joshua

Reilly, Megan and Maddie Lundquist,
Candace Booker and her friend Lauren,
Bobby and Chloe Wynn, Gillian Hewitt, Joyce
Lundquist, Marie Reilly and Myrtie Musetti.
Not only did we have a great time mixing
dough and rolling, cutting, and sprinkling the
cookies together, we had musical
accompaniment provided by Candace and
Lauren, who sang as we worked!

What a delightful way to share God's
love with our Saint Martin's family and our
neighbors in need!

Special Thanks to the Litter Brigade

Thank you to Carlie Irving and the St. Martin’s Clean Up Brigade! Radnor is that much cleaner
for your efforts cleaning up the trash that people leave behind. Carlie Irving organized and led this
group of enthusiastic parishioners to Radnor’'s O’Dorisio Park on Saturday, November 5", to help with
this effort. She was joined by Jan and Bob Andersen and Barbara, Fran, Megan and E  lizabeth
Pettit. Thank you all for your participation. Keep up the great work on all of our behalf.




Page 7 ]

Vestry Announcements

At our annual meeting, it was with great joy that announced our new vestry members, Christine
Delaney and Carl Musetti. These are two faithfifted people whose contribution to St. Martin’s tioned
transformation will be inestimable. Chris and Gaale been dedicated and faithful members here M&tin’s
in recent years, and we couldn’t be more pleasédvte them join the lay governance of this paiish,
partnership with me, one another, and the HolyiSphro always guides us. This is such an excitinggtfor all
of us, and these two wonderful and talented peepldring a wealth of experience and ideas to puayerful
deliberations. As vestry members, they are youcev@i the councils of the parish, so please, iflyaven't,
make their acquaintance and tell them what is itapoito you. We also welcome Harry Hayman, Jthé&o
Vestry. Harry grew up at St. Martin’s, and we dedighted at his return.

It is also with great pleasure and gratitude Weare-commissioned Joan Prewitt and Kathy Wynn to
another 3-year vestry term. These two powerfubiitidials will continue to bring their deep commitnhend
love for St. Martin’s and God to our ongoing inquiinto where the Holy Spirit is leading this faithfind loving
church. Keep all of our leaders in your prayersanepleased and blessed to accept their lovirceeto this

community!
Special Thanks Reflection on Vestry Service
Our very special thanks to Dolores By Robert V. Merrell, Retiring Vestry Member

Toews and Bob Merrell for their years of .

Vestry service. Both Dolores and Bob’s terms This past year on the Vestry has been so

have ended, and they have decided to take a busy, yet so rewarding. When we heard our rector

well deserved break. Dolores and Bob served was departing for a new venture, the Vestry became

on the Vestry through interesting, challenging a search committee. We talked to a few prospective

and exciting times. Their calm presence, priests in the Carriage House, we traveled botheo

knowledge of St. Martin’s and insightful north east of Philly & miles into the western suizur

observations and comments will be missed. to hear several sermons. Finally, after much
searching & deliberation, we as a Vestry selected
Chris Bishop unanimously as our Priest-in-Charge!
Hence, a very rewarding year.

ST. MARTIN'S INTO THE 21 °" CENTURY!

Good web newsl! It is our hope that all of you htaleen some time to look over our new website at
www.stmartinsradnor.otglt can not be overstated how important this fafrcommunication is for our
future work of developing our ministries and reachout, welcoming all souls to God’s banquet tablet
new vestry member Carl Musetti is an IT professioaad will be administering our Facebook page rffbu
on our home page), an interactive means for ukacesup to the moment information with you. However
the most important component of our on-line presasc. you! The website is up and running and has
already brought us some attention and visitors.iButeds your attention, content, & interactiorbtimg it
to life!.

We are requesting that all those involved in thgous ministries of the church provide content.
Please go to our website, Stmartinsradnor.org, $akee time, and think about what you can contriboite
help create our message of welcome and peace teottied! Whether you are involved or interested in
Outreach, Pastoral Care, Buildings and Groundsgd&®u8chool, Altar Guild, any of the areas in ounrch
that form, enrich and help us grow, please condlteweb page addressing that area your page. Your
canvas to paint a beautiful picture of what we asragregation are up to.

Please contact Pam or Chris with any contributignestions or ideas in web design, administering
our on-line presence or providing content. Agdirms ts your website—have fun with it and share@usd
news of St. Martin’s alive!
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The Body of Christ

By Kathy Wynn, Vestry Member

I love telling this brief story of a Sunday afteamoa number of years ago. We returned home after
church, changed the kids' church clothes for plathes, and began our afternoon. "Who wants Iuhth8ked.
Chloe, who was around 3 years old at the time, Staéddid not. | was surprised that she wasn't tyuaigd asked
why. "I had the body of Christ at church," shalsai

It's amazing how the Eucharist completes us on 8untbrnings. We offer our songs, prayers, attentio
and repentance to God. In addition to all of titarigibles we receive in return--love, inspiratifoigiveness,
the Holy Spirit's presence--we receive a tangilftefrgm God: the body of Christ, the bread of heawvlit's God's
love in our hand, to hold, taste, and make a fasticselves.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if the bread we receivahia Eucharist were fresh and homemade, as good as
bread can be? Wouldn't it be a rewarding sendd@dd and the parish to make the bread that issloréide our
congregation? Wouldn't it be a fulfillment of Gatbve if the body of Christ could nourish us smptetely that
we (almost) don't even need lunch?

We would like to form a group of bread bakers tkebfor the Eucharist on a rotating basis. If yoautd
like to bake bread for our church, please contathi{ Wynn at 610-688-1957 or trexwynn@comcast.net.

Welcoming the New Year
The New Year is a time for resolutions. This Jagu®™ please consider making a change to your
resolutions. Instead of (or maybe in additionMvo)ving to lose weight, quit bad habits or beingenito your
spouse, children & neighbors, resolve to lend yone and talent to St. Martin's. Give some thoughivhat you
enjoy doing, what you are good at doing and howédhnterests can translate into action for yourainu
« If you love flowers, consider the Flower Guild oa@ening Guild
« If you love cooking & baking, consider joining tMonthly Breakfast Crew, being a Coffee Hour Host or
baking bread for the Eucharist.
« If you love working with your hands, consider paigtor small maintenance projects
« If you would love to enrich your worship time, cader participating in the service as an acolytades,
chalice bearer or usher.
That is just a sampling...there are many possieditiSo, put your thinking caps on and look fohack
list that will be available soon. We need you godr talents.
Have a Happy New Year and here’s to a great 2012!

AND FINALLY,

The New Champion Is...

On Friday, November 4", we gathered at the Devon Bowling Lanes for our annual Night at the
Lanes. St. Martin’s parishioners young and old “took over” six
lanes, and bowlers and non-bowlers alike had a blast. Even though
competition was fierce, we cheered each other on for the spares,
strikes and even the occasional gutter balls! In the end, however,
Don Rittenhouse emerged as our new champion. He donned the
famous (or infamous) SMC bowling shirt which he will wear proudly
until our next outing. Congratulations to Don, and hearty thanks to
Bev and Sandy Reinhardt for planning and organizing the event.
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We’re on the Web!

Visit us at
www.stmartinsradnor.org

Contact Us- revbishop@stmartinsradnor.org

admin@stmartinsradnor.org
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St. Martin’s welcomes youl!

St. Martin’s Church

400 King of Prussia Rd.
Radnor, PA 19087
1) Phone:
610-688-4830
2) Fax:
610-687-2990
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